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A neonicotinoid insecticide reduces fueling 
and delays migration in songbirds
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Migration is a critical period and timing matters. Reduced body 
mass and delayed migration may a�ect survival and breeding 
success. This may explain, in part, why farmland and migratory 
birds are in decline.
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E�ect of exposure to insecticide on fueling, body condition, and migration timing
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Birds exposed to 
insecticide delayed 
migration, leaving 
on average 3.5 days 
later than controls
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Insecticide led 
to weight loss
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